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Figure 1 Location of test trenches (yellow) and contamination testing pits (red) associated with the location of the Punt 

House 

 

Five 1m x 1m test trenches were located in the location of the former cottage/Police Station on the 

eastern corner of River Road. The building burnt down in 1996 but its exact location is known from 

modern plans and aerial imagery. Two test trenches were located outside the building and contained 

pits of rubbish mostly dating to the 20th Century (including plastic, glass and ceramics). Two trenches 

contained timber beams, burnt deposits and artefacts dating from the mid 19th century to recent. One 

trench contained the brick foundations of a 20th century addition. All structural material has been left in 

situ. The archaeological material is located under approximately 30 cm of hard packed mixed deposits, 

including clay, that has been introduced as a cap over the building remains. It is likely that most of the 

archaeological resource is still present and recommendations have been made to Council to relocate 

proposed parking from this area.   

Contamination testing of five locations in the vicinity of the former cottage was monitored by the 

Excavation Director (Figure 2). The results of the contamination testing confirmed the results of the 

archaeological testing and no evidence of burning or structural elements were located outside the 

known location of the former building.  
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Figure 2 Location of test trenches (yellow) and contamination testing pits (red) in the vicinity of the cottage and former Police 

Station 

 

  

Figure 3 Location of test trenches (yellow) in the vicinity of the former Victoria Bridge Inn 
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