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DKO was founded 18 years ago. Its founding architects departed 
renowned fi rms to independently implement their own vision: the 
creation of ingenious spaces that are appreciated by the eyes, mind and 
soul alike.

Within a decade the practice has grown from its humble beginnings to a 
design powerhouse in the Asia-Pacifi c region. DKO is a multidisciplinary 
team of 170 professionals working across six offi  ces in Australia, New 
Zealand and South East Asia. Such rapid expansion has meant constant 
adaptation to the changing needs of the market however the underlying 
principles that propel DKO have remained consistent since day one.

At DKO we approach all projects with our heads fi rmly on our shoulders. 
We utilise logic to interpret our canvas into unique and eff ective 
designs. We aim to be as culturally aware and people savvy as possible 
to understand and appreciate the diff erent ways they tick. We open our 
minds to the creative possibilities and rely on a solid and united team to 
implement them.

Thornton Stage 2, Penrith, NSW
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Traditional Land Owners

There is evidence of Aboriginal occupation 
sites and tool making along the Nepean River 
near Penrith Lakes in NSW. Stone fl akes have 
been dated to be at least 5,000 years old.

The Darug, in particular the ‘Mulgoa clan’, 
occupied this land for thousands of years and 
for generations they hunted game, fi shed and 
gathered plant food. For the Darug, this was 
also a ‘special meeting place’, a ‘pathway to 
friends’ (of the Darug) and other Aboriginal 
tribal groups. 

Penrith city centre was known to local
Aboriginal people as Muru Murak.

European

In 1789, an exploring party led by Captain 
Watkin Tench set out to further discoveries 
made by Governor Arthur Phillip. Tench and 
his party discovered the broad expanse of the 
Nepean River. Tench’s party became the fi rst 
Europeans to see the site of what is now the 
City of Penrith.

The town centre itself grew and developed 
along the margins of the Western Road (High
Street – constructed in 1815) contributing to 
the lineal and elongated nature of the city.

The Victoria Bridge was completed in 1869 
with the northern lane carrying rail traffi  c 
and the southern lane used for road traffi  c. 
This iron box girder bridge has been used 
exclusively as a road bridge since 1907 when 
the adjacent railway bridge was completed.

High Street, Penrith

Victoria Bridge, PenrithDarug People
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Subject
Site

Key Site 11
40+ Storeys

UNDERSTANDING THE SITE

CURRENT LEP

Subject
Site

Subject
Site

Key

Key Site 3 & 10*

*Penrith LEP 2010

LEP Height
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LEP FSR
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UNDERSTANDING THE SITE

PLANNED GROWTH/FUTURE HEIGHT SPINE
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Opportunities
A. New signalised intersection (DCP) improve 
connection to civic/ culture precinct. Draw foot 
traffi  c from retail stores and slow down the traffi  c

B. New public street (DCP), opportunity for 
pedestrian focused streetscape

C. Active street frontage along High Street and 
New Street to reinforce retail presence

D. View opportunity to mountains, river, 
cityscape and adjacent parklands

E. Create vibrant laneway and active 
neighbourhoods

Constraints
1. Potential overshadowing  

2. Traffi  c noise from High St
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SITE PHOTO
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URBAN STRATEGY

PENRITH - 2031

2031 New West
Penrith Progression - A Plan For Action

With Penrith’s population expected to grow to 224,000 in 2031, the City will 
need another 35,000 new dwellings to house our new residents.

Walkable Streets

Improve Public Domain Enhance River Precinct 
and Urban Parks

Green Grids and 
Infrastructure

Better Connect 
People and Places
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URBAN STRATEGY

WHAT MAKES A GOOD CITY - URBAN EXPERIENCES 

CITIES ARE MADE 
UP OF DIFFERENT 

URBAN EXPERIENCES

Main Roads 
For public transport, vehicles and bicycles

Shared Streets
 Active street frontages with a variety of activities such as retail, 

cafes and commercial premises 

Pedestrian Link
Encourage human connection and interaction. Integrate nature 

with built environment, wellbeing for residence and the city
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URBAN STRATEGY

WHAT MAKES A GOOD CITY - STREET HIERARCHY 
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URBAN STRATEGY

CURRENT CONTEXT

Subject site
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URBAN STRATEGY

COMPETITION SCHEME

Subject site

PENRITH WESTFIELD COMPETITIONPENRITH STATION
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URBAN STRATEGY

LEP ALLOWABLE ENVELOPE
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URBAN STRATEGY

CURRENT VS FUTURE STREET ELEVATION
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Celebrate the River
Connect the People

Version: 1, Version Date: 06/04/2020
Document Set ID: 9089325



Invite the Neighbours
Vibrant Laneways
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Embrace Nature
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DESIGN  EXCELLENCE COMPETITION - KEY CRITERIA

ACTIVE STREET FRONTAGEARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 
APPROPRIATE TO BUILDING 

TYPE AND LOCATION

IMPROVE QUALITY AND 
AMENITY OF THE PUBLIC 

DOMAIN

DIVERSE COMMUNAL SPACES FINE GRAIN INTERFACE 
TO UNION LANE

DESIGN EXCELLENCE - KEY CRITERIA

rchitecture - High Street Penrith Design Competition, Urban Apartments Pty Ltd
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER DESIGN EXCELLENCE

ENHANCE KEY SITE 
PROMINENCE/ 

 SLENDER TOWER FORM 

PERMEABILITY/ 
CONNECTION BY THROUGH 

SITE LINK

ADDITIONAL COMMUNAL 
AMENITIES/ POCKET 

PARKS FOR WELLBEING 
OF OCCUPANTS

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER DESIGN EXCELLENCE
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CURRENT BLOCK PATTERN

CURRENT BLOCK PATTERN
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*Penrith Urban Strategy

DESIGN THINKING

SITE CONNECTION

PERMEABILITY/ 
SITE CONNECTION

SITE

HIGH ST
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DESIGN THINKING

GROUND FLOOD ACTIVATION
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PODIUM

PODIUM MASSING

HIGH ST
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DESIGN THINKING

ACTIVE STREET FRONTAGE

PODIUM ARTICULATION

HIGH ST
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TOWER MASSING STUDIES

HIGH ST
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Pros:
-Maximise north frontage

Cons:
-Overshadowing to podium
-Visual Bulk along High St

A

A

B

B
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A
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Pros:
-Maximise north frontage

Cons:
-Overshadowing to podium
-Visual Bulk along High St
-Ineffi  cient fl oor plate
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A

A

B

B

Pros:
-Natural ventilation 
opportunity

Cons:
-Visual bulk Tower B 
facade
- Overshadowing and 
reduced solar access to 
Tower A
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A
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Pros:
-Natural ventilation 
opportunity

Cons:
-Visual bulk Tower B 
facade
- Overshadowing and 
reduced solar access to 
Tower A
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SPLIT TOWERS

HIGH ST

SPLIT TOWERS
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RESPECT THE NEIGHBOURS

HIGH ST

RESPECT THE NEIGHBOURS
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AIR/LIGHT

HIGH ST

AIR/ LIGHT
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DESIGN THINKING

COMMUNAL - PODIUM

HIGH ST

Community Gardens

Lush Landscape

Family & Friends

ELEVATED PARK
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COMMUNAL - TERRACES 

HIGH ST

Dine Together

Invite the Neighbours

Health & Exercise 

TERRACE GATHERING
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Playground

Pocket Landscape
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DESIGN THINKING

COMMUNAL

VERTICAL VILLAGE
VARIETY  OF PRESCRIBED COMMUNAL SPACE AND 

PACKET GARDENS

HIGH ST
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FLOOR PLANS

GROUND FLOOR    1:200
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FLOOR PLANS

MEZZANINE FLOOR    1:200       
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FLOOR PLANS

PODIUM LEVELS 1-3   1:200
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FLOOR PLANS

LEVEL 4 PODIUM     1:200

TOWER A TOWER B
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FLOOR PLANS

LEVELS 5-6    1:200

TOWER A TOWER B
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FLOOR PLANS

LEVEL 7   1:200  

HIGH STREET

PENRITH

MAY.2019

PAGE 51

DKO ARCHITECTURE URBAN

PROPERTY GROUP

PROJECT 

00012012

TOWER A TOWER B
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FLOOR PLANS
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Retail Store and Offi  ce, Lockhart River
Kevin O’Brien Architects

RMIT Ngarara Place
Greenway Architects

Yagan Square (Top)
Aspect Studio

Lartelare Aboriginal Heritage Park (Bottom)
T.C.L

Burrinja Cultural Centre
Gregory Burgess Architects
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COMMUNAL OPENSPACE - PODIUM
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Garden

Gathering &
Games

A

Family
Space

Quiet 
Retreat

Podium Section A

HIGH STREET

PENRITH

MAY.2019

PAGE 63

DKO ARCHITECTURE URBAN

PROPERTY GROUP

PROJECT 

00012012

Version: 1, Version Date: 06/04/2020
Document Set ID: 9089325



COMMUNAL OPENSPACE - PODIUM/ COMMUNAL GARDEN

Key Plan

Legend
1. Veggie Patch
2. Work Bench
3. Landscape Path
4. Seating
5. Cascading Landscape Edge
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COMMUNAL OPENSPACE - PODIUM/ GATHERING & GAMES 

Key Plan

Legend
1. Outdoor Games
2. Small Gathering
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COMMUNAL OPENSPACE - PODIUM/ FAMILY SPACE

Key Plan

Legend
1. Outdoor Cinema
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COMMUNAL OPENSPACE - PODIUM/ QUIET RETREAT

Key Plan

Legend
1. Yoga Deck
2. Refl ection Pond
3.  Reading Lounge
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COMMUNAL OPENSPACE - VERTICAL VILLAGE
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FURTHER STRATEGY

REDUCING TOWER DEPTH/CHAMFER

REDUCE DEPTH OF TOWERS TO 

INCREASE PRIVACY BETWEEN 

BUILDINGS AND TO READ AS MORE 

SLENDER FORMS

CHAMFER EDGES OF TOWERS TO 

INCREASE SOLAR ACCESS TO PODIUM 

COMMUNAL OPEN SPACE
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FURTHER STRATEGY

TILTING TOWER A

TURN TOWER A TO REDUCE 

OVERSHADOWING ON ADJACENT 

SOUTHERN DEVELOPMENTS
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DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY
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COMPLIANCE

EYE OF THE SUN

HIGH STREET

PENRITH

MAY.2019

PAGE 84

DKO ARCHITECTURE URBAN

PROPERTY GROUP

PROJECT 

00012012

Version: 1, Version Date: 06/04/2020
Document Set ID: 9089325



COMPLIANCE

SOLAR ACCESS
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COMPLIANCE

CROSS VENTILATION
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