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Drawing title: LOCATION AND GENERAL DESCRIPTAION

The Site

Nepean Village

Clinic

Penrith Station

Penrith Town Center

Penrith (suburb), New South Wales Australia, is located on the eastern side of the Nepean River, bounded on the south by Jamison Road, west by Parker 
Street and north by Andrews Road. The boundaries of this suburb have been de�ned according to the Geographical Names Board. Therefore, it includes 
North Penrith, Kingswood Park and Lemongrove. Penrith City Council recognise North Penrith as a separate suburb, however, most residents do not. For the 
con�nes of this pro�le Penrith suburb has its widest boundaries. This suburb is the centre of the City of Penrith, socially, commercially and economically. The 
Civic Centre and Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre, amidst the Central Business District, draw the city’s residents to its active heart.

Possibly named after Penrith in the County of Cumberland (now Cumbria), England. It is not known who �rst introduced the name to the area. The earliest 
reference to Penrith can be found in the 1819 journal of three Frenchmen – MM. Jean Rene Constant Quoy, Charles Gaudichaud and Alphonse Peilion. In 
their journal entitled “Excursion to the Town of Bathurst, 1819” they refer to the “military depot” at Penrith. To date, this is the earliest reference found using 
the name of Penrith. The name may have been in use as early as 1817; however, as records show that a Court-House was operating at Penrith from April, 
1817. Whether the name was in use at this earlier date is as yet unknown.

Unlike nearby Castlereagh, Penrith was never a planned town but instead grew up around the early Court House and along the Great Western Highway. In 
attempting to explain why Penrith was named, the “Australian Encyclopedia” (Vol. VII 1965 edition, P. 52) relates that the English Penrith was also built on one 
long street, and that “circumstances may have suggested the adopting of the name for the New South Wales town, where the pattern of development, on 
either side of the Great Western Road, was similar”.

The recorded history of Penrith began on 26 June 1789. Eighteen months after the landing of the First Fleet, an exploring party led by Captain Watkin Tench 
set out to further discoveries made by Governor Arthur Phillip earlier in the month. In the daylight hours of 27 June, Tench and his party discovered the 
broad expanse of the Nepean River. Tench's party became the �rst Europeans to see the site of what is now the City of Penrith. Tench later wrote ‘we found 
ourselves on the banks of a river, nearly as broad as the Thames at Putney and apparently of great depth’. Phillip later named the river after Evan Nepean, the 
under-secretary of state in the Home O�ce, who had been largely responsible for the organisation of the First Fleet. From this point, European settlement 
began in earnest, �rstly on the Hawkesbury River, and later southward up the Nepean.

DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA
-------Penrith

Area: 12.33 km²
Postal code: 2750
Location: 50 km (31 mi) west of Sydney CBD
Population: 13,295 (2016 census)
LGA(s): City of Penrith
Weather: 12 °C, Wind SE at 5 km/h, 97% Humidity
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