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Landscape design statement           1- 3 Hope Street. Penrith NSW 
 

The landscape design seeks to provide a high quality built environment for the 
residents of the development. It ensures that useable open spaces are incorporated 
within the development to provide for passive recreation and to contribute positively 
to the amenity of the local area. 

The final design has been arrived at with the collaboration of the project Architect and 
Storm water Engineer to understand the various consultant requirements and 
parameters in addition to the relevant planning instruments that apply to the 
development. A lengthy process of ongoing design refinements has been undertaken 
to ensure an integrated design solution is achieved. 

The site constraints have been carefully considered in the formulation of the design. 
Existing levels have been assessed in detail and responded to with appropriate 
attention to existing ground levels, retention of deep soil opportunities and visual 
treatment of retaining walls as excavated levels are required particularly along the 
northern boundary. In these areas narrow vertical native species such as 
Eleaocarpus reticulatus (Blueberry Ash) are incorporated to fully screen the wall and 
to provide a softer vegetated visual relief to the northern elevation of the building.  
Additional deciduous trees with the same growth characteristics Pyrus calleryana 
‘Capital’ (Capital Pear) have been utilized at the western end of the northern 
boundary to provide summer shade and winter solar access to the informal seating 
area in the north western corner of the site. This seating area will most likely be 
utilized as a lunch sitting / breakout area for the ground floor medical suites users in 
additional to the upper level residents. The ground level outdoor seating area is 
dominated by a taller height vertical habit Banksia integrifolia (Coast Banksia) in the 
north western corner. This tree has a lighter density evergreen canopy to avoid 
excessive shading as well as being very hardy and able to adapt to narrower setback 
areas.  

Open timber style (Modwood or similar to satisfy fire rating and slip rating 
requirements) walkways and seating areas are incorporated along the western and 
northern landscape setbacks. These allow for disabled pedestrian access from Hope 
Street and stair access from both the internal staircase and carpark as well as 
proving the required fire egress roots.  Care has been taken to formulate the levels 
and location of the walkways to allow for the continuation of deep soil under the 
walkways to maximize the growth potential for the adjacent tree plantings.  These 
have been detailed in the three sections located on sheet 1 of the landscape plans 
for clarity of the design intent. Appropriate tree species for these locations are also 
shown and nominated on the relevant planting plans on sheet 3. 

A range of trees, shrubs, palms, groundcovers and ornamental grass species have 
been selected along the eastern and southern boundaries facing the two street 
frontages in the deep soil zones located there. Varied height shrubs, flowering 
understory plants, ornamental native grasses and native groundcovers are 
incorporated under the taller canopy trees.  

On the Parker Street frontage lower height large shrub selections have been utilised 
to ensure visual screening from the pedestrian footpath down to the lower level 
medical suite glazing. Again the narrow vertical native species Eleaocarpus 
reticulatus (Blueberry Ash). The selected trees as well as the multi-layered 
understory plantings have a variety of foliage, colour and height to provide both 
visual amenity and privacy screening where required.  The proposed plant species 
schedule is located on sheet 3 of the landscape drawings.   

Two connected common use roof terrace seating areas divided by an open sided roof 
canopy. Tis is details on sheet 2 of the landscape drawings. Amenities include two 
zones for separate seating areas with BBQ facilities and additional smaller lounge 
seating areas to take advantage of the district views and proposed plantings.  
Additional landscape courtyards for two units are also located on this level.   

In summary the landscape design seeks to incorporate the development into a viable 
and considered landscape setting for the benefit of the users as well as maintaining a 
high quality streetscape. The landscape design seeks to respond to both the 
developing character of the Penrith area in conjunction with the architectural 
language of the proposed building 
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